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Abstract: The settlement near the village of Taor belongs to the Late Antique settlements whose
existence is linked to the burst o fbarbarian peoples, who, startingfrom the second halfofthe IV century
and during the next two centuries, several times would occupy the space of the Balkans. Since then,
these small settlements began locating on high dominantpositionsfor their more effective protection
and defense. In such a situation their life was inevitably organized adjusting to the small and limited
living space. At the same time, on the important strategic points, such as our settlement, they based
their militaryfor theirprotection and the protection ofnearby strategic goals.

Such closed archaeological units illustrate a very real life of the population during their entire
existence and over a long timeperiod, revealing the way oforganizing daily activities through organized
individual residential houses and the excavations ofceramic pots, tools and work with them. Also, the
numerousfinds ofweapons and military equipment very clearly illustrates the military character ofthe
settlement, especially in the concept ofbuilding a defensive wall. This entire organized system ofliving
in very difficult conditions withfrequent military attacks is also documented through the excavations of
coins, which adequately define the beginning ofthe creation, the existence and the end o fthis settlement
as a military strategic point.
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1. Location

The archaeological site of Gradishte was first recorded by the English explorer,
writer and archaeologist Arthur Evans one hundred years ago.10n that occasion, and
besides Skupi, he visited our site noting initial information about debris and its location
as a position that should be called Tauresium, the birthplace of Emperor Justinian |
(525-565). Thus, we come to the first written information about the settlement, the
village Taor, identifying it with the ancient settlement of Tauresium described by
Procopius as the birthplace of the great emperor Justinian I.2After that the settlement
is not mentioned in written sources until the second half of the 13th century. In the

1 Evans A. 1885, pp. 235-248.
2 Procopii, pp. 266, 267.
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Fig. 1 - Geographical location of the village Taor (I"eorpadicka nonox6a Ha ceno Taop)

entries ofthe Tsar Constantine Asen (1257-1277), the current name of the village Taor
(Tavor) is mentioned for the first time, connected to the monastery of St. George from
Skopje. The village is also mentioned in one charter of King Milutin from year 1300.3

After the arrival of the Ottomans and the implementation of the first census, Taor
was mentioned twice. During the first half of the 15th century it was mentioned in the
cenus that in Taor there lived 13 families and from 1467 to 1468 in the village there
lived 9 families.4

Archaeological explorations of the settlement were not done until the year 2000.
Before that, only surface field observations were performed by T. Tomovski and 1.
Mikulchic and they noticed the basic data for the settlement.5 To determine the
character, extent and stratigraphy of the settlement, in 2000, the Museum of the City
of Skopje made the first probe studies. From 2001 until today the settlement has been
systematically investigated.6

3 Mypkosun)! A. M. 1940, pp. 96.

4 TypcKu QOKYMeHTH ... 1976, pp. 173-174; Typcku OKYMeHTH ... 1971, pp. 163.
5 TomocknT. 1967, pp. 233-239; Mukynuuk . 1982, pp. 103-106.

6 Puctos K., 2006, pp. 215-230.; Puctos K., 2013, pp. 78-87.
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Map 1- Plan ofthe explored part ofthe settlement (MnaH Ha UCTPaXXeHUOT Aen of
Hacenb6aTta)

The ancient settlement is located near the village of Taor which is positioned about 20
km southeast ofthe center of Skopje, on the left banic of the VVardar River, the site where
we find the Wetland reeds before getting into Taor gorge (Fig. 1). The only communication
between Skopje and this village can be made through the village of Oreshani or through
the bridge over the Vardar River. Through a new local road to the village R "zhanichino,
the village Taor achieves the shortest connection by the highway Skopje - Gevgelija. In
Roman times the northern foot ofthe settlement passed by the Povardarje main road (Via
Axia), which went from Skupi and Stobi through to Thessalonica.
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The ancient settlement is located on the northeastern outskirts ofthe village, extended
on a high hill that consists of the Acropolis and two terraces (Map 1). The acropolis
is located on the south side, the highest and most dominant position of the settlement,
with a visual view ofthe wider environment. At its southern end merges the eastern and
western defensive wall in a tower bastion. South of the tower is dug a deep defensive
ditch, which is still recognized on the ground. On the north side of the Acropolis is the
first terrace, while the second terrace is north of it and represents the lower town ofthe
neighborhood. On the west and east side of the settlement there is a small terrace. The
western side is linked with the lower town and there lies a contemporary necropolis of
the village, while the east side is a steep slope, and probably had a defensive function.
Remains of earlier building interventions, as well as archaeological finds, were not
found on the terraces.

2. Facilities

Public buildings

The first part ofthe building is on the northeast side ofthe settlement. The defensive
wall was used for its north and east wall. It is oriented east-west, adjusted to the mild
leveling on the field and the position ofthe route ofthe defensive wall, and it is assumed
that they were built simultaneously. The building has three rooms with different sizes
and with an open colonnade corridor to the south atrium of the building. Entrances to
all three rooms are from the south side. The building has dimensions which cover the
greatest length 027,70 m and a maximum width ofabout 13 m (Fig. 2). From the floor
level the walls are saved about Im in height, with a width which also was Im, built
with stone bound with lime mortar. From the saved level in height the outside walls of
the building were built with building bricks tied with lime mortar, jointing the same
thickness as the tile and 0,80 m wide . Internal walls were built only of stone with a
width of Im, and both the inner and outer were plastered.

The corridor connecting the rooms is set on their front side and it is an integral part
of the atrium. On its east side it is closed with defensive walls and from the west side,
through an entrance about 2 m wide, it communicates with the central western part of
the settlement. The colonnade which closes the corridor consists of six pillars made
of brick construction with lime mortar jointing the same thickness as the tile. Two
of them are found to a height of 0,70 m. All are with a rectangular base measuring
Ix] cm, with a distance from one another of 1,90 m. According to the pieces of the
columns in the destruction of the building, it is concluded that the upper zones were
connected with arches, while the angles of all the pillars of the four sides are rounded.
Archaeological research in this area has shown that they are part of the colonnade floor
building construction.

The second part of the building is located south of the previous building, but
integrally related to a conceptual whole, although basically there are two separate and
specially built facilities. The second part consists of an atrium space and three rooms
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Fig. 2 - Public
buildings (JaBHa
rpasoa)

with different dimensions. The walls were built of dressed stone tied with quality lime
plaster on the inside and plastered outside. They have an irregular trapezoidal shape,
oriented north - south, with all sides with different dimensions. The northern side is
24,30 m long, the eastern side 27,50 m, the southern side 10,30 m, and the western side
20,70 m. The north side is closed with the colonnade of the north building and east
with the defensive wall. The south and west walls are closed in a single unit adapted
to the place it occupies. To overcome mild leveling on the ground, the builder laid a
foundation deeper than the other buildings, with a height difference of about 0,30 to
0,60 m east to west. The full length of the south and west walls at their base are 1 m
wide to the outside, and keeping the relative height of 1 m, built of stone bonded with
lime mortar, and hence the tall walls were built of brick construction bound with lime
mortar, and jointing of the same thickness as the brick and 0,80 m wide.
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Fig. 3 - North part of the atrium (CeBepeH gen og aTpuymoT)

The atrium is located in the central part of the building (Fig. 3). It has a rectangular
and irregular basis, with three walls closing the eastern entrance in the defensive wall.
All three walls have atrium openings, functionally arranged according to the position
they occupy, and customized to the leveling of the ground. They were carved of stone
and river bound with lime mortar, 1 m wide, the inner and outer plastered. The north
wall is east - west and connects the western defense wall. This wall is part of the
previous northern building. The west wall of the atrium in many places is completely
preserved to the height of the atrium openings. It extends north to south and connects
the north and south walls. It is built of carved stone and river bound with lime mortar.
On it are placed two entrances for the second and third room with equal distance
to one another. The thresholds are paved and painted with lime mortar. The sides of
the entrances are built with brick tied with lime mortar and the ends are rectangle
columns and the above parties are bound by arches. The dimensions of the columns
are the same on both sides and are 1x0,70 m. The masonry construction is brick with
lime mortar jointing the same thickness as the bricks. The southern wall ofthe atrium
extends east-west connecting the defense wall with the west wall of the atrium. It is
built and carved with a boulder and tied with lime mortar. There is a paved entrance to
the southern room, covered with lime mortar, 1,85 m wide. It is flanked between two
pillars with dimensions of 1x0,60 m and built of brick with lime mortar jointing, in
which the above parties are encapsulated in arches. The sides of the entrance are built
with brick masonry bound with lime mortar.
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Fig. 4 - Stone bases for
wooden columns in the
atrium (KaveHu 6a3u
3a ApBeHW CTONOOBM BO

aTpuym)

Fig. 5 - Marble
sculpture found in the
atrium (MepmepHa
nnacTuka oTKpreHa Bo
aTpuymor)

The floor of the entire atrium area was paved with construction brick, but because
of subsequent interventions minimal traces remain. According to the numerous
remains of rooftiles found near its walls, it is concluded that the building had a roof
construction. Inside the atrium to the west and south walls were discovered stone bases
for wooden columns. The west wall revealed amorphous six stones and on the south
wall are two stones, processed from the top and smoothly apart from one another
approximately 1,90 m ( Fig. 4). They are buried in level the floor and have identical
height values. Their position and height value indicates that they served as bases for
wooden columns that held the roof construction. Inside the atrium was revealed a
marble sculpture, which consists of three pillars with a height of 1,60 m, two bases and
three impost capitals, all without decorations ( Fig. 5).

The premises ofthe second part ofthe firstbuilding are the largest. Itis located south
of the atrium and has a trapezoidal shape and bears the entire width of the building at
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Fig. 6 - Room 1ofthe Atrium Building (MpocTopuja 104 rpag6a co aTpuym)

this location. It is oriented east-west and its dimensions are a width of 7,60 m, with a
greater length of the north wall at 14,20 m, while the smaller length ofthe south wall
amounts to 10,30 m (Fig. 6).

In this room in its original position was detected a massive fragment ofthe southern
wall, surrounded by marble columns (menno), marble bases and capitals. It is part of
a wall or pillar which combines two windows (biphora) built with a brick building
connected with quality lime mortar, jointing the same thickness as the tile (Fig. 7).
The column is 2 m high and 0,80 m wide. Along its length biphora are stored on the
left and right, while the middle part is a very clearly preserved work of masonry. From
the upper ceiling to the lower floor and between the arches in the triangular area of the
column there are two friezes, which was part of the refief facade decoration. The first
frieze is set in the upper zone and the second in the lower zone. The frieze in the upper
zone is composed of seven smaller straight triangles and between them six triangles
made of crushed brick building and inside filled with lime mortar. The frieze in the
lower zone is composed of three large triangles that are filled inside with lime mortar.
The pillar was a part of the south wall of the building. In the vicinity were discovered
two smaller marble pillars (Menno) as well elements of two pillars, three bases and
three capitals ( Fig. 8).

The other two rooms are located on the west side of the building. Admission to
both is from the east side with entrance from the atrium. The second room occupies
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Fig. 7 - Fragment
ofwall between two
biphora (room 1)
(PparmeHT 04 sug
nomery age 6ugopu
(npocTopuja 1)

Fig. 8 - Bases and
poles (Menno) for
biphora (basn n
cTON60BM (MeHOa) 3a

oudopn)

an area of 7,20x3,80 m and has a rectangular base (Fig. 9), while the third room has
dimensions of 3,80x4 m and is almost with a rectangle base (Fig. 10). They are built in
a specific way with the atrium openings on the east side to atrium. Only the entrances
are made with poles on the sides ending with roof construction and masonry with brick
bonded with lime mortar.

Inside the premises there was discovered a large concentration of construction
debris, consisting of roof tiles, building stone and construction brick, including
numerous remains ofroof construction. Under the rubble on the same level of the floor
on the northern half of the second room there was revealed a sewage pit.
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Fig. 9 - Room 2 of
the building with an
atrium (MpocTopuja 2
0f rpagba co aTpuym)

Fig. 10 - Room 3 of
the building with an
atrium (MpocTopuja 3
oA rpagba co atpuym)

The space between the two buildings on the west side served to drain the rain and
moisture through the western wall (Fig. 11). It was designed in the wall that had a small
hole in the upper part and vaulted with dimensions of 0,30 x 0,50 m. The atmospheric
water flowed through it from the west of the neighborhood, through the atrium and
was directed to the eastern entrance to the defense wall. South of the building there
was discovered an identical hole for the draining of the atmospheric water, built in the
defense wall and with space for the separation of wastewater before it (Fig. 12).

Houses for living

In the research of the settlements and beside the public buildings, there were found
12 houses or parts of houses for living each with different dimensions and orientation,
and placed in the space of the settlement according to the position that occupied other
facilities around them (Fig. 13). The houses are mostly made up of two rooms that
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Fig. 11 - Space for
drainage (between the
buildings) (MpocTop
3a 0/1BOJ Ha Boja
(nowmery pBete
rpagov)

Fig. 12 - Space
separation and hole in
the wall for drainage

of atmospheric

water (MMpocTop 3a
cenapaumja n oTBOp
BO 6e4eMOT 3a 0/1BOf
Ha aTMOCBEPCKMTE
BOAW)
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Fig. 13 - Houses for living: 1-House 1; 2-House 2; 3-House 3; 4-House 4.5; 5-House 6;
6-House 7; 7-House 8; 8-House 9 (Kyku 3a xuBeerbe: 1-Kyka 1; 2-Kyka 2; 3-Kyka 3; 4-KyKa
4,5; 5-KykKa 6; 6-Kyka 7; 7-KyKa 8; 8-KyKa 9)
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Fig. 14 - Baked in oven for baking bread (PypHa co neuka 3a neyetse neod)

are not connected with a door between them but communicate independently of each
other, and the openings for the doors are opened on exterior walls. In the space, each are
separated by narrow corridor streets with a width of 1,20 to 1,50 m, which emphasized
the density of their placement in the community. In the interior of the defensive wall
there were discovered twelve individual residential houses, but only three of them are
complete, while others are only in parts.

All individual residential houses were built of crushed stone and tied with mud,
with walls about 0,80 m wide, while the internal dimensions of the walls are various,
ranging from 8x4 m to 10x5 m. The height of the houses was built of stone to some
extent, while the roof with brick. According to the discovered concentrations of roof
tiles in the inner part ofthe houses, we conclude that every house had aroofconstruction
consisting of wooden beams.

In all of the houses and without exception to the floor level, a large concentration of
rubble composed of building stone, roofing tegula and fragmented construction brick
was found. Inside were found very few fragments of pottery and metal objects. Outside
ofthe overall dimensions ofthe house, the construction debris was very much reduced,
suggesting that the walls and roof structure collapsed into the inner part during its
destruction.

The floor is covered with white and yellow purified clay, set on and pressed firmly
in gravely ground, which served as a base. In most of the houses were found storage
vessels (pithoi) dug in to the floor. Beside the pythoses in the houses are found fragments
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of pottery, coins, elements of building construction and other finds that suggest the
final destruction was in the period from the IV-VI century.

The great destruction that occurred during the second half ofthe VI century visibly
changed the economic status of the population. Life in the village was not interrupted,
but was now enveloped with reduced intensity. The population was reduced and
residents were forced to fight for their survival. Archaeological studies have confirmed
that subsequent interventions in this area occurred shortly after the devastation at the
end ofthe VI or early VI century and significantly disrupted their function. It is known
only that this space was turned into a function for other needs. So in this s/e part was
built an oven for baking bread (Fig. 14), atrium openings to the west and south walls
were closed by a wall of stone bound with mud 0,45 m wide and on the north side of
the atrium was built a massive wall with a ladder to access the defensive wall. To these
interventions belong secondary grave stele set to the threshold at the eastern entrance
of the settlement in order to scale.

Defensive wall

The defense wall was detected with a length ofabout 70 m east and about 5 m from
the north side. Its width equals 1,60 m. It was built of large stone and massive stone
adapted to the facade appearance, while the middle part is filled with petty stone bound
with lime mortar. It covers the entire perimeter around the central part of the district
and lower town on the north side.

In the north-east angle is found a defensive tower with a rectangular shape whose
dimensions are 4,30x2,70 m, while the walls are 1 m wide. Hence the defensive wall
continues south and climbs the north terrace ofthe acropolis and finishes on the highest
and most dominant point, uniting the western defensive wall in a strong tower bastion.
About 22 m south of the angular tower in the defensive wall is detected an entrance of
the settlement, whose width equals 1,70 m. On the side of the entrance are set small
trenches in the form of tines, which follow the entire height of the angle and served
to set the wooden door. The threshold is paved with stone and mortar. At the entrance
is discovered a marble tombstone stele with dimensions of 2,10x0,80x0,25 m in a
secondary position (Fig. 15). It is associated with later interventions of the settlement
to serve as an additional entry threshold.

The second tower of the eastern section of the defensive wall was discovered 32
m from the entrance and about 56 m south of the first angular tower (Fig. 16). Itis an
external defense tower with dimensions 0f4,45x3,35 m. The width of all three walls is
1m. The entrance to the tower is mounted on the inside of the central part. On the left
of the entrance is detected residue from the wall with a rectangular base of 1,35x1,65
m, built of brick construction bound with lime mortar jointing the same thickness
as the tile. At 2,5 m north of the first residue is discovered another residue of wall
with a rectangular base with almost identical dimensions of 1,35x2,00 m, but built of
crushed stone bound with lime mortar. Their position suggests that these are remains
of a ladder that served as access to the upper parts of the defensive wall.
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Fig. 15 - Eastern
entrance to the
settlement (McToyeH
B/IE3 BO Hacenbara)

Fig. 16 - East Tower
2 turret (Kyna 2 Ha
ncToYeH 6eaem)

The third tower was discovered on the west wall of the turret, almost in the middle
of the length that occupies the central core area of the north-south direction. It is a
semicircular inner tower with walls 1 m wide, not as regular external towers, but
placed in the inner part of the settlement. Its positioning on this site, the builder is
probably justified because ofthe extremely steep slope ofthis place and the inability to
project a tough enough base on the outside, but probably more due to construction or a
functional need that imposed the setting of this accessory to the defense wall to ensure
its stability and strength, positioned from inside. From the tower it was discovered the
south half, while the other halfis destroyed along with the defensive wall.

On the south side of the settlement merges the eastern and western defensive walls
fortified with a polygonal tower. The tower was discovered by research in 2007. At this
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Fig. 17 - Detected by sections of the wall surveys (1-Probe 1/07, 2-Probe 2a/09, three-probe
6/08, 4-Probe 3/09, 5-Probe la/10, 6-Probe 4/10) (OTKpuneHn aenoBu Ha 6e4emMOoT NPeKy
coHampama (1-CoHga 1/07; 2-CoHga 2a/09; 3-CoHga 6/08; 4-CoHga 3/09; 5-CoHpa 1a/10;
6-CoHpa4d/10)
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stage of the research we are not able to predict how long their sides are and what are
the dimensions that they occupy. Probably it is a tower - a bastion that is larger than the
other three. The probing of this place discovered parts of the east and west walls which
are 1 m wide at the base. In the research into the inner part ofthe tower there was found
a large quantity of building rubble, but no rooftiles, so basically we can conclude that
there was no roof construction.

Parts of the defensive wall were discovered through surveys in different places of
the settlement (Map 1). Almost the entire route of the defensive wall that encloses
the central core of the settlement is discovered or identified in parts (Fig. 17). With
the probe la/10 was discovered a part of the eastern section of the defensive wall.
The width of the base is the same as its parts at 1,60m. With the probe 5/08 there was
noticed an imprint of the defensive wall. The same thing happened with the probes
8/08, 2/09, 2a/09 and 3/09, and there was discovered an imprint or the negative of
the defensive wall. It turned out that this part of the route of the defensive wall is
established in very shallow depth, from 0,10 to 0,30 m, which is basically a very
small depth of the foundation turret taking into consideration its width, length and
the space that closes it. Given the usual structure and quality of the mortar and almost
identical stories of masonry, remains of defensive walls confirmed that its planning
and construction were made simultaneously in one stroke. On all the places where it is
found or identified defensive walls have the same width of 1,60 m.

The maximum length is found on the east side of about 70 m, while the rest of
the length is from 2 m to 6 m, depending on the size of the probes. It features a very
shallow depth that ranges from 0,20 m to 0,50 m, which at first glance does not provide
stability and strength but because of the simultaneous strengthening of masonry and
defensive towers at the same time represents the leverage of the pilasters and provides
complete stability and strength.

3. Archaeological findings

The systematic archaeological research carried out in the neighborhood for more
than ten years, and despite the archaeological contents that reflect the state of objects
during their existence, there were discovered numerous artifacts on almost the
entire space occupied by the settlement. From these finds the most numerous are
fragments of pottery, among which the most significant are the local production of
ceramics intended for everyday use, while a small number of fragments are detected
as luxury imported ceramics. Almost all ceramic production discovered in Taor is
found in analogous examples in pottery discovered in Skupi and processed by Marina
Onchevska Todorovska.7

Local pottery was made mostly of clay often consisting of stained quartz and mica,
with gray to dark-gray color because of baking, and mostly dating from the period of

7 OHueBcka Togoposcka M. 2004, pp. 45-83.
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Fig. 18 - Ceramic Red grilling (Kepamuka co LpBeHa 60ja Ha nevere)

late antiquity in the second halfofthe V and VI century. Fragments ofpurified clay that
have red or dark red color from baking with a red coat, can be found in small numbers.
They usually tie in with the earlier horizon of existence of the settlement during the
IV and the first half ofthe V century (Fig. 18). Among the forms of local ceramic, pots
are most prevalent, followed by deep and shallow bowls, pots, lids for covering the
pots and as accompanying elements in almost every house there are storage pots i.e.
pithoi for the storage of grains.8 Most fragments are found in the southern half of the
public construction and according to their position when they were discovered they
were on the placed on the floor during construction ofthe facility. As an accompanying
inventory in one of the rooms of the houses 2, 6 and 7, described objects were found
buried in the floor. Among the imported ceramics are found fragments of amphorae, a
shallow serving plate, abowl, cups and a fully preserved as well as several fragmented
parts of oil lamps. It was made of purified clay with dark red to gray color from baking.
Among the fragments the most prevalent are glazed pottery prevailing with green
enamel, then a few fragments with printed ornaments that are commonly linked to the
period ofthe IV-VI century.9

8 OHuescka Togoposcka M. 2004, pp. 58-71.
9 OHyescka Togoposcka M. 2004, pp. 45-48.
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Fig. 19 - Fibula (Punbynn)

Besides fragments of pottery, there are discovered numerous fragments of glass
vessels and window glass. Almost all of the fragments are with a light to olive-green
color, made from free blowing and the window glass is a translucent light color worked
with molding. From the fragments, glass containers can be distinguished in several
forms. Among them the most common are glass lamps and those with a circular chair
in the shape ofa cup which is also used as lamps for lighting. Their use is mostly tied to
sacred places accurately dated in the V and more often in the VI century. M ost glass
vessels and window glass were found in the public building with an atrium, but also in
individual residential houses.

Besides jewelry rings, several earrings, and bracelets, the most prevalent are
fibulas. From the fibulas the most significant is a bow fibula with a curled leg and
spiral threaded at the head that continues in the pin, usually made ofiron and rarely of
bronze. It’s about the spectrum of fibula that exist in the VI and the first half of the VI
century, so called “Byzantine type” presented on the entire Balkan area (Fig. 19).1In
Macedonia these types of fibula are discovered in many sites.22

The various tools, both agricultural and craft tools, and designed for everyday
use, consist of many kinds. Among them are included shovels, hoes, scythes, sickles,
knives, augers, chisels, scissors, saws, axes, scales and other tools, all made of iron
(Fig. 20). Depending on the size and the purpose for which they were used, they have
four types of brackets for the wooden handles: in the form of a thorn, in the form

0 Popovi¢ M. 1999, pp. 108-109.; IvaniSevi¢ V. 1990, pp. 7-17.

1 Méguranu A. 2008, pp. 1-29.; Curta F., Gandila A. 2013, pp. 101-176.; Curta F. 2013, pp. 49-70.

2 Mukynuuk W., Innunk B. 1995, pp. 257-262.; MaHeBa E. 1992, pp. 23-26.; Hukonoscku 3.2013,
pp. 68.
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of a handle, in the form of the Latin U,
and in opening of the tool. Their form
had reached no higher transformations
over a long period of time, so no major
changes are done and can be tracked
from the I until the beginning of VII
century. And during the medieval
period they underwent some noticeable
changes so in these multilayer and
complex settlements there can hardly be
determined the chronological affiliation
without a more specific archaeological
context of discovery. This especially
refers to tools for woodworking
(sawing, auger, chisels) whose shape,
without any visible changes, can still
be seen today.

Although one of the most common
finds in ancient and medieval
settlements, tools are the most neglected
and studied as inventory items which are
used in the daily activities of residents
of a neighborhood. This is probably
due to the constant form that they carry
as these items didn’t experience any
major developmental stages over a long
period oftime. The tools that are found
in villages of the district of Taor belong to the repertoire of known samples found in
other sites in the Balkans and the wider space.13Their dating in the period from the IV
to the beginning ofthe VII century basically represents the chronological affiliation of
the settlement established through numerous other artifacts.

In the survey of the settlement there were found diverse weapons (spears, arrows,
knives, swords and axes), military equipment (helmet, umbo, armor plates) all made
of iron, and elements of military equipment (buckle and belt applications), made
of bronze and rarely from iron. These finds suggest that in the settlement there was
stationed a military checkpoint, less likely to control the road that crossed at the foot
of the settlement, but as well as for the defense of the settlement. Besides the several
fragmented parts of battle axes, swords and spears, the largest numbers of weapon
findings are arrowheads. Following the form ofthe wooden part ofthe thorn there occur
two basic types such as a thistle and a handle, while in the shape of the arrow there

B MonosvB . 1988, pp. 5-166.; Yonakos W. . 2010, pp. 5-176.; Popovi¢ M. 1999, pp. 113-117.
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Fig. 21 - Arrowheads (Ctpenkn)

are several varieties, such as a trefoil section avarie type, which is punched and flat
(with wings, rhomboid, leaf, and triangular etc.) (Fig. 21). Their exact chronological
determination is rather difficult to determine without an accurate detection of their
context so these finds typically are less subject to scientific typology. Their form
through different variations can be tracked almost from the Iron Age, and numerous
analogies are also found in samples from the Middle Ages. Finds from Taor belong to
the famous repertoire of finds discovered in Macedonia, the Balkans and elsewhere in
Eastern Europe and Russia,4mostly dating from the period of the second half of the
IV to the beginning of the VII century, a time when the settlement intensively existed.

From military equipment in Taor were discovered a helmet, umbo, body armor tiles,
and more items of equipment such as buckles, applications and ends for belts. One
complete and fragments of two other helmets (one fragment from a clasp type) belong
to the Late Antique type known as Spangenhelm (Fig. 22). It is a barbaric helmet
that exists in the VI century. In Macedonia and until now there was found only one
fragmented helmet in Heraclea in Bitola, from the clasp type and part of the helmet
(paragnatida) in Mark Towers near Skopje,5while in the Balkans and elsewhere they
are discovered in slightly greater numbers.’ More tiles are discovered in Taor that
belong to lamellar armor (Fig. 23) that were in use during the VI-VII century.7Among
them are plates of another armor from the type known as Lorica Squamata (Fig. 24)
which was in use during the 1-1V century, of which later would develop lamellar armor.
Unlike plates in lamellar armor which are made ofiron and are elongated with a narrow
rectangular shape, in Lorica Squamata they are wider and shorter, have a rounded
bottom and are made ofbronze or a combination of bronze and iron plates.

Y MaHeBa E. 1985, pp. 49-59.; Mukynumk W. 1995, pp. 248, Fig. 5-6.; Livaja I. R. 2001, pp. 123-
152.; Bitner-Wryblewska A., Kontny B., 2006, pp. 104-122.; Meaeges A.®., 1966.

B MaHeBaE., 1986, pp. 71-88.; ManevaE., 1987, pp. 101-111.; MukynuukW., 1982, pp. 51, Fig. 26.

¥ Manojlovic-Maijanski M., 1964.; Dautova-RuSevljan V., Vujovi¢ M., 2011; Vinski Z., 1982, pp.
7-34.; James S., 1986, pp. 107-134.; Grancsay S. V, 1949, pp. 272—281.

T/ Bugarski L, 2005, pp. 161-179.; Sanchez J.V., (2008), pp. 195-210.
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Fig. 22 - Helmet (LU nem)

In Taor as parts of military equipmentthere are found more buckle types, applications
and belt ends. As a special type apart from Suchidava buckles, but among them are
found elliptical frame buckles with an accented carrier tongue, buckles with a small
frame and massive tongue, heart frame buckles, buckles for bags, double frame buckles
and buckles with a four angle base frame made of bronze or iron. Suchidava buckles
(Fig. 25) are mostly tied to Avars and in the Balkans are characteristic in the period of
the VI century.8BMolded in bronze and less of silver. The frame is rectangular with a
concave saddle for a tongue in the middle. The lower part of the shackles is perforated
with several openings with a characteristic motif of a cross in the middle and crescent
motif at the bottom. Given the composition this basically mimics the human face.
Buckles like these before and after the VI century are not known.

Applications and belt ends occurred during the VI century. They exist in various
forms, but usually the body is in a heart shape and exclusively decorated on the front
side, while on the back there is usually placed two buttons for a sewing belt (Fig. 26).
The decoration is different and mostly with floral motifs less geometric and more
often angular ends are decorated with one grain in the shape of a tear that apart from
a decorative motif serves to strengthen the application. They are prevalent over the
entire Balkan area and wider and almost unchanged in their form which persisted until
the XI century.®

18 MaHeBa E., 1988, pp 47.; Mukynuuk ., innunk B., 1995, pp 266-273.; Madgearu A. 1998, pp.
217-222.; Werner J. 1955, 39-46, Tf. VIII/6-11.

1 OHueBcka-Togoposcka M. 2005, pp. 21-32.; Pawes P., 1984, pp. 128-135.; CraHunos C., 1991, pp. 5-70.
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Fig. 24 - Tiles type of armor Lorica Squamata (IMnouyku og oknon tun Lorica Squamata)

Besides these objects in Taor there have been discovered 528 coins (Fig. 27, 28)
minted from bronze, one of which is a gold solidus of Theodosius Il (402-450).2
Of these, two belong to emissions minted from Macedonian cities (Pella: Il century
BC) and other areas (Epirus: MI-11 century BC). By the beginning of the Il century
in Taor coins had not yet been introduced. Since Caracalla (198-217), Roman coins
were present until the reigns of Valentinian 111 (425-455). Unlike the 11l century which
included individual samples from several emperors such as Claudius Gothic (268-

D Ristov K., 2012, pp. 14-21.; Mwunowescku B., 2012,
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Fig. 25 - Buckle type Suchidava
(Tokm Tvn Cyunpaasa)

270), Prob (276-282) and Diocletian (284-305), during the IV century the circulation
of coins in Taor dramatically increased. From this time emissions of coins are present
from almost all Roman emperors. Ofthese, 22 samples were detected from Constantius
Il (324-361), Constantius (337-350), Valentinian | (364-375), Valens (364-378), and
Gratian (367-383) is represented with 5 or 6 samples. Valentinian 1l (375-392) is
represented with 14, Theodosius | (379-395) with 25, and Arcadius (383-408) with 35
samples. From the V century forward in Taor very few coins have been discovered.
By Valentinian 11l there are represented individual samples of emissions from several
emperors, and then after Valentinian Il until Anastasius (491-518) no emperor is
represented.

From the VI century in Taor there are discovered most coins. About 300 samples
belong to this period which is almost 60% of the total number of coins discovered. Of
these only Justinian | (527-565) is represented with 140 samples, Anastasius with 17,
Justin | (518-527) with 30, Justin Il (565-578) with 83, Tiberius Il Constantine (578-
582) with 9 and Maurice (582-602) with 2 samples. With the research in Taor coins
were discovered between the VI1I-1X centuries.
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Fig. 26 - Applications for belt (Aninkauum 3a kauw)

From the period of the Middle Ages there were discovered a few coins. From the X
century were discovered only 3 samples from Roman | Lakapen (920-944), while from
the X1 century there was not discovered any other samples. Other samples belong to
the period ofthe XII century and with 3 samples each are included Manuel | Comnenus
(1143-1180) and lIsaac Il Angel (1185-1195), while 2 samples are represented by
Alexius 111 Comnenus (1195-1203). After this period there was no circulation of coins
in the settlement which has been discovered.
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Fig. 27 - Coins: 1-Caracalla (198-217); 2-Diocletian (284-305); 3-Macsimian Herculius
(286-310); 4-Valentinian 1 (364-375); 5-Valens (364-378); 6-Gratian (367-383);
7-Teodosius | (379-395); 8-Arcadius (383-408); 9-Teodosius Il (402-450); 10-Anastasius
(491-518); 11-Justin I (518-527); 12-Justinian I (527-565);
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Fig. 28 - Coins: 1-Justin 1l (565-578); 2-Mauricius (582-602); 3-Roman I Lacapenus (920-
944); 4-Manuel | Comnenus (1143-1180); 5-Isaac Il Angelus (1185-1195); 6-Alexius 11
Comnenus (1195-1203).
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[pagnwite Taop
[ouHoaHTNYKa Hacenba v yTBpAyBame

Pesnme

Cenoto Taop ce Haora Ha NeBMOT 6per Ha pekaTa Bapgap, Ha MecToTo Kaje LUTO ce
N3B/IeKYBa 0f, MOYYPULLHMOT Wamak 1 HaBnerysa Bo Taopckata Knvcypa. OfganeyeH
e okony 20 KM jyromcTto4yHo of LeHTapoT Ha Ckomje. JlokanuTeToT [paguwite Kage
WTO e /louMpaHa aHTMYKaTa Hacenba, ce Haofa Ha ceBepoucToyHaTa nepudepuja Ha
CefioTo, CMeCTeH Ha BUCOK pUJ KOj ro COYMHYBaaT akponosa v fiBe Tepacu.

3a npBnaT /IOKaNUTETOT € eBUAEHTMPAH Of aHT/IMCKNOT MCTPaxyBsay, apxeosor un
natenucey, Aptyp EBaHc, ywite npeg CTOTUHA rofMHK, a NOCBef0YEeH Of, aHTUYKNOT
aBTop lMpokonuj. KpatkmoT npectoj Bo Ckonje, EBaHC ro uckopuctuia fa noceTu
HEKONKy nokanutetun. Mokpaj CKynu ro noceTu 1 HaWnoT NOKanuTeT, 3abeniexyBajku
MPBMYHN UH(OPMaLMK 3a OCTATOLMUTE U Heroeara MecTonosox6a Kako nosmuymja Ha
Koja Tpeba fa ce 6apa TaypecuMyMm, pogHOTO MeCTO Ha MMMNepaTopoT JycTUHMjaH |
(525-565).

lMpBKTE apXeoNoWKN NCTPaXKyBaka Ha NOKannTeToT ce n3eegeHu so 2000 rognHa,
a Ce UCTpaxyBsa [0 feHec. Bo TeKOT Ha CTpaxkyBararta OTKPUEHU Ce NoBeKe rpasom
W ABWKEH apxeonolwku maTepujan. MNocebHO 3a opbenexysarwe ce rpagoute, mefy
Kou efiHajaBHa rpagba n gBaHaeceT MHAMBUAYATHU KYKW 33 XXUBEEHE.

papbata ce Haofa Ha ceBepoMCTOYHAaTa CTpaHa Of LeHTPaSIHAOT AeNl Ha HacenbaTa.
OpueHTUpaHa e BO MpaBeL, CeBep-jyr, npunarofeHa Ha 6nararta Koca HMBenauunja Ha
TepeHOT. Bo 0cHOBa, ce paboTu 3a [jBa fiefla - CEBEPEH U jy)XKEH, UHTErpanHo Bp3aHu
BO efjHa KOHUenTyanHa uenvHa. CeBepHNOT fefl € COCTaBeH Of TPW MPOCTOPUM CO
pasnMyHN OUMEH3UM M KOPUAOP CO OTBOPEHA KONOHaZa KOH aTpuyMmoT. JYXXHMWOT
fien ce COCTOM Of aTPUYyMCKW MPOCTOP W TPW MPOCTOPUN CO Pa3fINY4HU TONEMUHN.
ATpUyMOT ce Haofa BO LeHTpasHMOT Aen Ha rpagbara. Vima HenpaBuiHa yeTBpracTta
OCHOBAa, KOja CO TpW Sufa ro 3aTBopa UCTOYHWMOT Bfie3 BO of6paHbeHMOT sug. Cute
TPW supa ce Co aTPMYMCKM OTBOPU, (hYHKLMOHANHO pacrnopefeHn cnopes nosuunjata
WTO ja 3a3eMaar MpWNarofeHn Ha KocaTa HuBefauwnja Ha TepeHOT. ['pajeHn ce Of
fenKaH 1 peyeH KaMeH, Bp3aH CO BapoB MasiTep, WMPOKK ce 1 M, a 0 BHaTpeLlHaTa u
Ha/lBOpeLLHaTa CTpaHa ManTepPUCaHMN.

ConemuTe pasypHyBaka LUTO, BEPOjaTHO, Ce C/Tyunsie BO TEKOT Ha BTOpaTta noJioBnHa
Ha VI BeK, BUHO ja MPOMeHWN/Ie eKOHOMCKaTa nonoX6a Ha HaceneHneTo. XKMBOTOT BO
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HacenbaTa He 6U/1 NpeKnHarT, HO cera ce 04BMBa CO HamasleH MHTeH3uTeT. HaceneHumeTo
6uno pesyuupaHo, a Xutenute 6une NpuUHyAeHW fa ce 60paT 3a CBOJjOT OMCTaHOK.
ApXeonoWwKnNTe NCTpaxyBsaka NOTBpAMja Aeka, MOJOLHEXHUTE MHTEPBEHL MM Ha OBOj
MPOCTOP Ce CNy4mnne HeNoCpeHO No pasypHyBamwarta, Npu Kpajot Ha VI unm noveTokoT
Ha VII Bek, 1 3HauUMTeNHO ja Hapywwuie HMUBHaTa (yHKuuja. VI3BecHO e camo feka
0BOj MpOCTOp 6w NpeHameHeT Aa (PYyHKUMOHMPa 3a Apyry noTpedu. Mo npBnyHuTE
pasypHyBawa, BO Hacenbarta 6una ctayMoHnpaHa Bojcka 3a fa ro o6e3begysa naTHMOT
npasel Koj og Ckynu npeky CTobu ogen 3a TecanoHuka. MpncycTBOTO Ha BOjCcKaTa
NPUAOHEN0 HeKOW AeNnoBW 0f Hacenbata ga 6ugat peopraHU3vpaHn U NpunarofeHun
fa (YHKUMOHWpaaT Cropes HWBHWUTe noTpebwu. Taka, BO jyroMcTOYHWUOT feNl 0f
aTpuyMoT 6una nsrpageHa (hypHa co neyvka 3a nevewe Ha ned, aTpUyMCKUTE OTBOPU
Ha 3anafHNoT Y jY>KHUOT suj 6use 3aTBOPEHU CO SWA Of KaMeH BPp3aH CO Kasl, fofeKa
Ha ceBepHarta CcTpaHa of aTpMyMoT 61N U3rpajeH MacuBeH SWUf CO CKanuia 3a npucran
Ha oab6paHbeHnoT smua. KoH oBue MHTepBEHLMW npunara u CeKyHAapHO noctaBeHaTa
HagrpobHa cTena BpP3 NparoT Ha UCTOYHWMOT Bfie3 BO Hacenbara, CO (hyHKUMja Ha
CKanmno.

Co ucTpaxyBamwaTa Ha Hacenbarta NoKpaj jaBHUTe rpagomn, OTKPUEHU ce KyKu, nnu
[eN0BU Of KYK/ 3a XXUBEEHE CO Pas/INYyHU AUMEH3UN N OpUEHTaLMja, NOCTaBEHMW BO
NPOCTOPOT Ha HacenbaTa cnopef nosmymjata WTO ja 3a3emaaT ocTaHaTUTE 06jeKTH
[0 HMB. KyKuTe, NpeTexHo, ce COCTaBeHW 0f Mo ABe MPOCTOPUM KOW HEe Ce Bp3aHu
co Bparta nomery cebe, TyKy He3aBMCHO KOMYHWUAMpaaT efHa 04 Apyra, OA4HOCHO
OTBOPUTE Ha BpPaTUTE UM Ce U3BEAEeHWN Ha HAABOPELUHUTe SMA0BK. Bo NpocTopoT, efHa
04 Apyra ce 04BOEHW CO TECHW KOpWUAOPHW ynuuwm wmnpokm og 1,20 - 1,50 m, Kou
ja HarnacyBsaat rycTmHaTa Ha HMBHaTa NMOCTaBeHOCT BO Hacenbara. Bo BHaTpewHUoT
fen Ha ofbpaH6eHMOT suf focera ce OTKPUEHW [BaHaeceT MHAMBUAYANHU KYKKU 3a
XXUNBeewe, HO CamMO TPW Of HMB BO LLeNIOCT, f0AeKa Of ocTaHaTUTe caMo [e/0BU.

OpbpaHbeHNOT sSuf e OTKpWeH BO [O/MKWMHa of okony 70 M of ceBepHara,
McToYHaTa 1 3anagHara ctpaHa. Herosarta wupoymHa usHecysa 1,60 m. 'pageH e o
KpyneH [efikaH KaMeH M macuBeH 06/yTOK, nponarofyBaH Ha (pacagHWOT WU3rneg,
[O0feKa CpeanLWHNOT AeN e NoAHeTMUa o4 NOCUTEH KaMeH Bp3aH co BapoB manTtep. o
3ahaka LennoT nepumMeTap OKO/y LEeHTPasHMOT Aefl Ha HacenbaTta U NOArpasMeTo Ha
ceBepHaTta cTpaHa. Ha Hero 3acera ce OTKPUEHM YeTUPU KY/IM CO Pa3IMyHN AUMEH3NN,
0f, KOV ABe Ha UCTOYHNOT 6efeMm, efiHa Ha 3anagHWUOT U efHa Ha Jy>XHOTO Yeno Kafe
LUTO Ce COefMHYBaaT MCTOYHWUOT 1 3anagHNoT besem.

MoKpaj MHOry6pojHUTE apXeonoLlKn COAPXMHU KOU ja OTCAMKYBaaT cocTojbaTa
Ha 06jeKTUTEe BO TEKOT Ha ersmctupamweTto (04 rpaferero A0 HUBHOTO PyMHUpPaHe),
OTKPUEH € U MHOTYBPOEeH ABUXXEH apXe0/IOLW KN MaTepujan, pevyncu, Ha LLeinoT NpocTop
LITO ro 3acaka Hacenbata. lMokpaj MHOTYOpojHUTE PparmMeHTH o4 KepaMUYKmK cafioBY,
OTKpUeHn ce (*)paFMeHTVI 04 CTakK/neHn CagoBWU, NMPO30OPCKO CTaK/io, HAKUT (O6eTKVI,
(hmbynn, NnpcTeHn), NpeAMeTHN 04 KOCKa, Opyanja, NpeaMeTy Of rpajeXxHu KOHCTPYKL UK,
[enosun of 6paBu M KIy4veBMu, KaHTapu 1 TeroBu 3a KaHTap v gp. Toa ce, NPeTexHo,
npegMeT Ko ce ynoTtpebyBase 3a CeKOjAHeBHa ynoTpe6a BO [LOMAKWHCTBOTO,
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3eMjOLe/ICKUTE M 3aHAETUMCKUTE aKTMBHOCTWU Ha XUTenuTe of Hacenbarta. okpaj
OBMWE MNpeLMeTu, OTKPUEHM Ce 3HauuTeneH 6poj KoBaHW napu (MOHeTW), MPEeTexHo,
o/l 6poH3a Kou ja OTCNMKYyBaaT eKOHOMCKaTa CoCTOojba, pevyncn, Ha CeKoe CeMejCTBO.
Co ncTpaxyBamweTo Ha Hacenbara OTKPUEHO e pasHOBMAHO opyXje (Komja, CTPenku,
HOXEBW, MeYeBN N CeKMpW), BoeHa ornpema (Liem, OK/OM) M €NeMEHTU Of BOeHa
onpemMa (TOKM 1 anankKauum 3a Kauw).

Cnopef, fLocerallHWTe WUCTpaxyBawa BO cTparurpadgujata Ha N0OKaIUTETOT, ce
M34BOjyBaaT TPM XOPU3OHTU Ha XKMBeewe U Toa: NPaucTOPUCKW, LOLHOAHTUYKK U
CpeAHOBEKOBEH. [MpanCTOpPUCKMOT XOPU3OHT npunara Ha paHOTO OPOH3EHO BpeMe.
MoTBpAEH € NPeKy KaMeHW CEKMPKW, KPEMEHU HOXWUHa W MOBeKe (hparMeHTMpaHu
LEenoBn of KepaMWYKW cafloBU, OTKPMEHW BO aHTUUYKUTE Cnoesu. JOLHOAHTUYKMOT
XOPU30HT npunara Ha nepuogoT og IV-VII Bek, nako oapefeHn HaoAu Ha MOHETM
yKaXKyBaaT Ha Toa fAeka Hacenbata Kako KpajnaTeH MYHKT ersuctupana ywTe BO
11 Bek. OBOj XOPW3OHT € MOTBPAEH MPEKY MHOry6pojHUTE ABMXKHU apXeonoLlKu
HaoAW W OTKpuUeHuTe rpafbu. Bo cTpaturpamujata Ha OBOj XOPWU3OHT jacHO ce
n3aBojyBaaT fABe (a3 Ha ersuctupawe. pBarta ersmuctupana Bo nepuogot og IV
BEK, 40 KaTacTpoanHMoT 3emjoTpec BO 518 roamHa, a BTopaTa fno 3emMjoTpecoT Ao
noyetokoT Ha VII Bek. M0 NpekuH of OKONy ABa Beka Hacenbarta MOBTOPHO e aKTMBHA
Bo nepuofot of IX-XII1 Bek. bune 06HOBEHW [LeN0BU Of BeKe MOCTOeEUKUTE rpagom,
HO MpuiarofeHn Ha ycnoBsuTe WTO Bnageesne BO T0j nepuos. MOTBPAEH e NPeKy Haoam
Ha parMeHTUpPaHu 4eN0BUN Of KepaMUyKmM CafoBK, YeCTO YKpacyBaHun co bpaHOBUAHYU
NMHUW W NIUTKA KaHenypu, HakuT (6eneramu, 06eTKW, MPCTEHU), OpyXje, BOEHa
onpemMa v MOHeTHU.
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